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The Tantric Transformation
of India’s Religions during the Early Medieval Period
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Evidence of Saivism’s rise to dominance in the early medieval Indic world
Saivism, the Sauras and the Vaisnavas of the Neo-Paificaratra
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The history of India’s religions, brahmanical, Hindu sectarian, Buddhist, and Jain, shows that the widespread view of the Indian world as free of profound
transformations before the advent of Islam and British rule is far from the truth. In these lectures, divided into two sets of five, I aim to use epigraphic and tex-
tual evidence to show in the first series how the religious practices and beliefs of the devotees of the god Siva emerged and developed into the religious systems
that we see in the Saiva Tantras and their learned exegesis, and in the second series how the success of these systems motivated the development of matching
Tantric systems through the creation of Tantric literatures within Buddhism, Jainism, and Vaisnavism, Saivism’s principal rivals.
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