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“A Buddhist Ritual Manual on Agriculture:
Vajratundasamayakalparaja”
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This talk considers a recently discovered Sanskrit dharant spell text from around
the 5th century - a rare scripture with a focus on the practice of thaumaturgic
weather control for successful agriculture by overpowering mythical Nagas.
The Vajratundasamaya or Vajra Beak Vow, a text of six chapters, presents the
vidyadhara spell-master as the ritualist using mand alas, mudras and and other
techniques along with the authority of Garuda to gain mastery over these serpen-
tine beings held responsible for rainfall. By subjugating the Nagas, favourable
weather and good crops are guaranteed for the region. With the completion of a
critical edition and annotated translation based on four Nepalese witnesses various
aspects of this tradition will be discussed including wider contexts.
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