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Some considerations on “exclusive attitude” against foreign

cultures: Its inevitability and overcoming

Keiji Hoshikawa

Taisho Uniiversity

Abstract

Though the phrases “coexistence of different cultures” and “liberal/tolerant altitude towards other
cultures” have been well emphasized Lhese days, it is somelimes very difficult to take such allitudes,

as many people realize who have tackled these issues. The liberal/tolerant attitude has a close relation-

ship with the “non-exclusive” attitude. So in this paper, I will discuss “exclusive/non-exclusive atti-

tudes towards [oreign cultures” from a logical point of view and demonsirate that the exclusive atti-

tudes against forcign cultures are mevitable in human nature; they are deeply mherent in human
beings. We should as a matter of course strive io overcome the dark attitudes. We have to, however,
firstly recognize or stare at the facts seriously to realize a belter state of coexistence of different cul-
tures. ‘I'he important point is to retain “essenlial exclusivity” which is essential for human beings and
lo remove “non-essential exclusivity” which hates or disdains foreign cultures.
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